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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

t a time of rapid global change and regional uncertainty, this edition
A of our magazine highlights both the challenges Pakistan faces and

the clarity with which the state is responding. From the Middle East to South
Asia, shifting alliances and rising tensions remind us that stability cannot be
taken for granted, but it can be strengthened through resolve, strategy and
unity.

Our cover story, Girls in the Crosshairs, sheds light on a troubling new tactic
by terrorist networks: the targeting and radicalisation of young women. The
timely intervention by security forces not only prevented a tragedy but also
exposed how these groups are evolving. It reinforces the importance of
vigilance, community awareness and sustained counterterrorism efforts.

At the regional level, Pakistan continues to advocate for a coordinated
approach. In Terrorist Mindset, former UN envoy Munir Akram explains how
the Taliban regime provides safe haven to terrorist groups in Afghanistan,
emphasises the importance of coordinated international pressure and
reaffirms Pakistan’s unwavering commitment to combating terrorism in
every form.

This issue also reflects the state’s broader priorities for Balochistan. From
addressing water scarcity to empowering youth and women, the focus
remains on long-term stability and inclusive development. Stories like
Walwala Bashir’s journey show how opportunity, when supported, can
transform lives and communities.

At the same time, Pakistan’s diplomatic push for a peaceful resolution of the
Iran conflict is gaining increasing international attention. From facilitating
dialogue to advancing ceasefire proposals alongside key partners,
Islamabad is positioning itself as a credible voice for de-escalation.

The message is clear: while challenges persist,

Pakistan is moving forward with purpose, strengthening

security, promoting development and building a more "

stable future.

Editor
Balochistan Pulse

Mirwaise Khan Achakzai




district, involving a 19-year-old woman, has drawn  Committee (BYC) for additional guidance and training,
attention to what officials describe as a growing though these links are part of an ongoing investigation.
and deeply concerning trend: the recruitment and

a thwarted suicide plot in Balochistan's Khuzdar with individuals associated with the Baloch Yakjehti

radicalisation of young women for terrorist operations. A Structured Recruitment Pipeline
Security forces detained the suspect, identified as Laiba
alias Farzana, in an intelligence-based What has particularly alarmed security
operation that authorities say averted a officials been the apparent structure
potentially major attack. Her subsequent behind the recruitment process.
statements to investigators have shed According to Laiba’'s own account,
light on the methods used by terrorist BLA commander she was not only being prepared for a
networks to i'ndoctrinate and deploy Ibrahim radicalised suiciqeT mission but was also tasked with
female recruits. . recruiting other young women.
“I was trained for a suicide mission, but | me, while | ‘| was told to prepare more girls for
was arrested before | could carry it out. remained in suicide missions. But now | want to tell
BLA”‘S Commandgr Ibrahim radicalised contact with people all vvome'n.: d? not bepome part of any
me,” she said during a press conference. . . such activity,” she said.
Laiba, a resident of Zehri in Khuzdar, associated with Analysts say such testimony points to
is believed to have joined the banned the Baloch Yakjehti a shift in terrorist strategy. Groups that
Baloch Libergtion Army (BLA) in mid— Committee for qnce relied almost exclusively on male
2025. Investigators say she remained . fighters now appear to be expanding
in contact with key figures within the further gmdance their outreach to include women, using
group, including a commander identified  and training.—Laiba, a mix of ideological messaging and
as Saleem Jan alias Dil Jan. Authorities alias Farzana personal manipulation.

‘ also allege links with a former Tehreek-i- Officials believe that Laiba’s personal

Taliban Pakistan (TTP) commander, Ibrahim alias Qazi, circumstances made her particularly susceptible to
who is said to have played a role in her indoctrination. recruitment. Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
Officials further claim that she had been in contact said her difficult domestic situation was exploited by

GIRLS IN

THE CROSSHAIRS

A teen's arrest in Balochistan reveals a troubling pattern of female radicalisation

By Fazal Tawab

Counter Terrorism Department personnel carry out an operation in Hub.
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handlers.
According to him, she had been married at a young age
to a much older man, a relationship that reportedly left

Over time, these messages began to resonate with her.
After learning that her father had passed away, handlers
reportedly used emotional appeals to draw her further

her emotionally vulnerable.

“This was not ideological alone; it was
psychological exploitation,” officials said,
suggesting that recruiters increasingly
target individuals facing social or
personal distress.

Experts note that such tactics are

not new but appear to be evolving,

with greater emphasis on emotional
manipulation and identity-building,
especially among younger recruits.
Authorities say the case is part of a
broader pattern. In December 2025, law
enforcement officials intercepted another
underage girl from Balochistan en route
to Karachi, where she was allegedly being
prepared for a similar mission.

Her account revealed a gradual process
of online radicalisation. Investigators
say she had been exposed repeatedly to
inflammatory content on social media,

with narratives reinforcing grievance and glorifying

violence.
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into their network.

919

Officials say
use of women
in terrorist
attacks can have
a significant
psychological
impact, both in
terms of public
perception and
operational
surprise.

She was later added to online groups
where terrorist attacks were portrayed as
acts of courage and sacrifice, a portrayal
she later described as misleading.

Digital Pathways to Radicalisation

Security officials say such cases
highlight the increasing role of digital
platforms in recruitment. Social media,
messaging apps and online forums are
being used to disseminate propaganda,
identify potential recruits and maintain
contact with them.

Unlike traditional recruitment methods,
which often relied on physical networks,
digital outreach allows terrorist groups
to operate with greater reach and
anonymity.

Analysts warn that young people, particularly those

facing isolation or personal hardship, may be especially

vulnerable to such tactics. The blending of ideological

Victims rushed to hospital after a suicide blast in Mastung city.
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Arms and ammo being recovered from BLA hideout in Kahan after tip-off.

messaging with emotional support creates a powerful
pull that can be difficult to counter.

The involvement of women in terrorist activities in
Balochistan marks a notable shift in strategy. While
female participation in such operations has been
relatively rare in the past, recent cases suggest a
deliberate attempt to expand the pool of recruits.
Officials say this shift presents new challenges for law
enforcement and intelligence agencies, as traditional
profiling methods may not always apply.

At the same time, the use of women in such roles can
have a significant psychological impact, both in terms of
public perception and operational surprise.

A Warning Sign

Laiba’s arrest may have prevented a potential attack, but

officials say it also serves as a warning. The networks
involved in recruitment and indoctrination remain active,
and the methods they employ are becoming more
sophisticated.

Her case underscores the need for a broader response
that goes beyond security measures. Experts argue that
addressing the root causes of vulnerability, including
social inequality, lack of opportunity and psychological
distress, is essential to countering radicalisation.

For now, authorities say investigations are ongoing to
map the full extent of the network involved. But one
thing is clear: the challenge is no longer confined to
traditional battle lines.

It is also being fought in homes, on screens and within
the minds of those most at risk.

BALOCHISTAN PULSE—@



s Pakistan confronts a renewed surge in cross- protecting?
A border terrorism and an increasingly coordinated MA: The ruling Afghan Taliban still operate with an

information war, the fault lines of regional conflict  insurgency mindset. They don't yet see themselves as a
are becoming harder to ignore. From terrorist safe proper government. Their behaviour and organisational
havens in Afghanistan to diaspora-led campaigns in culture reflect this; they continue to view themselves
Europe and digital narratives amplified as an insurgent group. They also hold
across borders, the challenge is no a misconception: having faced a major
longer purely military; it is strategic, power like the United States, they can

Ambassador Munir Akram explains why the Taliban regime continues to shield terrorist ld'p|0mat'|c and PSyChO|0§'C8|~ " confror&any relgional povtver and preva||,t
) 3 e 3 n an exclusive conversation wi . seeing themselves as a strong insurgen
networks in Afghanistan despite international pressure Balochistan Pulse, Munir Akram. former The Afghan Taliban force with a powerful army.
By Areeba Shehzadi Permanent Representative of Pakistanto  Still operate with Its relationships with the TTP and other
the United Nations, lays out Islamabad’s : terrorist organisations are longstanding
. . n insurgenc L
perspective on a multi-layered threat a . surg y and difficult to break. As a result, it is
environment. He discusses the Afghan mindset, not as a unable to curb terrorism and instead
Tallban reg|mes evolvmg posture, alleged proper government. ghlfts the blame externally, ‘cl?lmmg
foreign linkages to terrorist networks and it cannot stop it and that it is “your
the struggle to translate evidence into They also falsely problem, not ours.”’

international actioh. The d'iscuss'ion also assume that having The reality is clear:'terr-orists are based
broadens to the wider regional picture, in Afghanistan, maintain safe havens
including instability across the Middle faced the US; they and infiltrate across the border to attack

East, underscoring how interconnected can confront any Pakistan. UN Security Council reports

today’s conflicts have become. . fully acknowledge this. Yet the Taliban
reglonal power and regime continues to behave like a

BP: Pakistan recently struck Taliban prevaiL terrorist insurgency.

ammunition sites in Kabul and Kandahar.

From your perspective, why does the BP: We are also seeing India amplifying the Afghan

Taliban regime continue to allow terrorist groups like the  Taliban's narrative against Pakistan, while some
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan to operate from Afghanistan transnational groups in Europe, such as the Pashtun

despite international pressure? What interests are they Tahafuz Movement, receive support from the Afghan
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Munir Akram presents a booklet to UN chief Antonio Guterres on Pakistani female peacekeepers’ contributions.
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diaspora. How should Pakistan address these

coordinated anti-state narratives?

MA: It is clear that India has long backed Baloch terrorist
groups, providing funding, training, organisational
support and even safe havens for their leadership

abroad. This is widely known; we have
the evidence. The Taliban regime has
now shifted its focus towards the

TTP and joined forces with it. India
has exploited this by linking the BLA
and TTP, which are now cooperating.
Indian operatives based in Afghanistan
coordinate them, while much of the
planning and financing originates from
India.

This disinformation campaign also
involves the Afghan diaspora and
some sympathisers within Pakistan.
Altogether, it amounts to a large-scale
conspiracy against Pakistan that must
be addressed comprehensively.

On one hand, we are obliged to take
kinetic action: targeting safe havens,
dismantling terrorist planning and
capturing or eliminating militants.

On the other, our strategy must have three additional
dimensions. First, we need to clean up internally.
Wherever we identify institutions or individuals working

be allowed to operate openly, even abroad. Anti-national

elements must be dealt with decisively. Terrorists,

Besides kinetic
action, we also need
to clean up internally,
build a regional
consensus to tackle
Afghanistan-based
terrorists and
expose India and

its connections in
Afghanistan.

obviously, must be controlled, especially in Balochistan.
Second, we need to build a regional consensus.
This should include China, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan,

Uzbekistan, Iran and all of
Afghanistan’'s immediate neighbours.
There should be a coordinated regional
plan of action to address terrorists
based in Afghanistan. Different groups
have different targets: the TTP focuses
on Pakistan, while others target
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan or Iran. We must
build consensus among neighbouring
states and secure Russia's support

so that, collectively, pressure can be
applied on the Taliban and the TTP,
demonstrating that their actions are
illegitimate.

Third, we must expose India and

its connections in Afghanistan. It

is essential to present whatever
evidence we have clearly to the world.
As Vice-Chair of the 1988 Committee

of the UN Security Council, we should fully utilise such

against Pakistan and its national interests, they must not

37 A
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As UN Economic and Social Council President in 2005, seated with then UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan during a session.

forums to demonstrate how India plans and organises
these operations. India, along with Israel, has effectively
become a country seeking to destabilise the region.
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BP: How can Pakistan use the

UN and other international
organisations to highlight cross-
border terrorism and ensure global
support for counterterrorism
measures?

MA: The most important step is

to present concrete evidence of
India’s involvement, particularly in
planning, financing and operations,
to the international community. This
is key.

Within the Security Council, three
main committees can be used:

the 1267 Committee, the 1988
Committee (focused on the Afghan
Taliban) and the 1373 Committee
on counterterrorism. In all three, we
must consistently present our case,
showing how this campaign against
Pakistan is organised and executed. b

We must also detail our actions: 4 __j

which camps were eliminated, o
who was present, when they were ‘
targeted, how they were dismantled ‘

and whether any foreign operatives
were involved. All this must be

2

Receiving Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in New York on September 24, 2024.

In discussion with Western diplomats during a UN session.

BALOCHISTAN PULSE—@



clearly communicated. We need to build a strong case
and present it effectively.

We can also leverage bilateral ties, regional forums, the
Group of Four (Russia, China, Iran, Pakistan) and the “Six
Regional Neighbours” group. These platforms allow us
to expose such linkages and present our concerns. While
some evidence has been shared, it needs strengthening.
We require irrefutable proof, a “smoking

gun’, so the international community fully

understands the situation.

BP: Groups like the BLA and BLF have
been listed by some countries but not
internationally. How can Pakistan push
for their inclusion and demonstrate that
they are terrorist organisations?

MA: We submitted an application to the
UN Security Council to designate the BLA

It appears
India and Israel
are working
together closely, with the Security Council, the UN
with the aim of
and its suicide unit, the Majeed Brigade, destabilising

but at the Security Council the hold remains. The United
States, the United Kingdom and France have maintained
holds on the proposal. Pakistan and China jointly
submitted it, but it is still pending.

We must intensify diplomatic efforts to lift this hold

and secure international designation. A key issue is the
cooperation between the TTP and the BLA. Although we
have presented evidence, it has not yet
been accepted.

Our diplomacy must be strengthened.
We need to present comprehensive and
credible evidence of this collaboration,
including details of foreign operatives
and agencies involved. This must be done
clearly and convincingly. Engagement

Secretary-General and bilateral partners
must be prioritised. This is urgent: there
is a coordinated campaign against
Pakistan and it must be addressed.

both last year and earlier, around 18 .

months ago. Pakl.stan,

Some members placed a “hold” on the partlcularly BP: Social media campaigns linking Israel
listing, meaning they sought additional Balochistan and India are reportedly fuelling unrest

evidence rather than rejecting it outright.

We provided substantial documentation

detailing attacks carried out by the BLA and the Majeed
Brigade and their origins.

The United States later designated the BLA nationally,

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.
How should Pakistan respond and what
role do these countries play?
MA: India and Israel have cooperated for a long time.
Israel has provided India with significant support,

Speaking at a UN session on the Israel-Palestine conflict in October 2023.

—BALOCHISTAN PULSE

including technology and advisory
assistance used in occupied Kashmir.
Now, it appears they are working
together more closely, potentially with
the aim of destabilising Pakistan,
particularly Balochistan. Pakistan
must respond effectively. Its narrative
must be projected, especially through
digital platforms. It has the capability
to counter such campaigns, but this
requires a coordinated and sustained
effort. As similar tools, such as cyber
operations, disinformation networks
and organised campaigns, are being
used against it, Pakistan must be
prepared to counter them with

equal sophistication and adequate
resources.

BP: How should Pakistan handle
European-based anti-state groups,
such as the Baloch National Movement
and Free Balochistan Movement, particularly
when they target GSP+ status?

MA: Pakistan must decide how best to respond.
First, it should consistently engage European
governments, lodge formal complaints and adopt
a firm stance. Concerns over GSP+ should not
override national integrity.

Countries providing space to such elements

Visiting a photo exhibition celebrating 50 years of China’s UN seat in October 2021.

must be approached firmly. Pakistan should seek cooperation,
including legal action where applicable. Just as foreigners in
Pakistan are fully subject to our laws and can be repatriated, the
same applies to those who commit treason abroad, destabilise
Pakistan or engage in terrorism. We have every right to insist
that these individuals be handed over for appropriate action.
Currently, if someone comes from another country, they comply
fully and are repatriated. Those who betray Pakistan and
operate abroad should be treated the same way.

i ._-:‘
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Launching the new website of Pakistan’s Permanent Mission to the UN.
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BEYOND A SINGLE
NARRATIVE

UN expert Ana Pérez's remarks on Balochistan prompt debate over balance,
context and representation

By Fazal Tawab

~
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hen Ana Lorena Delgadillo
Pérez addressed a March 27 -
event organised by the Baloch .

National Movement in Geneva, her
remarks drew attention within policy
and diplomatic circles. A recognised
authority on human rights in Latin
America, Pérez spoke on Balochistan,
citing concerns that have long featured
in international discussions, though
some observers noted that her framing
did not fully reflect the broader legal,
security and factual context on the
ground.

The choice of forum itself also
attracted notice. The Baloch National
Movement, led by Dr Naseem Baloch,
advocates a particular political
perspective on Balochistan, often
describing the region in terms that
differ from Pakistan's official position.
Participation in such a platform, while
part of broader engagement, inevitably shapes how
remarks are interpreted, particularly on complex and
sensitive issues.

Selective Claims
Among the points raised were figures 66

relating to enforced disappearances,
including claims of over 10,000

attributed to Balochistan. However,
available official data from Pakistan's
Commission of Inquiry on Enforced
Disappearances indicates that a

have been processed or resolved, with
thousands traced or accounted for over
time. Recent legal reforms have also

10,636 cases reported since March 2011

8 986 cases addressed by Commission of Inquiry
’

14 individuals reunited with families in September 2025

From Islamabad’s
cases since 2011, with around 2,000 perspective,
Balochistan is

an integral part
of the country,
significant number of reported cases and security
operations are
conducted within concerns and security realities.

on Enforced Disappearances

Many categorised as voluntarily disappeared

multifaceted. In some instances, individuals initially
reported as missing have later been linked to terrorist
activities, including involvement in attacks targeting both
civilians and security personnel. Such cases highlight
the complexity of the issue and the
challenges in drawing clear distinctions
without a comprehensive examination of
each case.

At the same time, the evolving nature

of terrorism in the region, including

the reported involvement of women

in extremist activities, adds further
dimensions to an already intricate
landscape. These developments
underscore the importance of
approaching the issue through a wide
lens that considers both human rights

aimed to introduce clearer frameworks, the framework of

judicial oversight and accountability
mechanisms to distinguish between
different categories of cases. efforts.
These aspects, while part of the broader

institutional response, were not reflected in detail during
the remarks. Similarly, the existence of de-radicalisation
and rehabilitation initiatives in Balochistan, which
operate under judicial oversight and provide counselling
and reintegration support, was not part of the
discussion.

Complex Realities

The situation in Balochistan remains layered and

counter-terrorism

Pakistan's Position

Pakistan has consistently maintained its
engagement with United Nations human
rights mechanisms and emphasises the importance of
constructive dialogue. At the same time, officials have
pointed out that discussions on Balochistan benefit from
a balanced consideration of both legal frameworks and
on-ground challenges.
From Islamabad'’s perspective, Balochistan is an integral
part of the country, and ongoing security operations
are conducted within the framework of counter-
terrorism efforts. These actions target groups such as
the Balochistan Liberation Army and the Balochistan

BALOCHISTAN PULSE—@
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CM Mir Sarfraz Bugti announces the operationalisation of the Quetta de-radicalisation centre during a provincial assembly session.

Liberation Front, which are designated as terrorist
organisations by multiple countries. International
statements, including those from the UN Security
Council, have also condemned attacks in the
province and acknowledged efforts to address
security concerns.

Authorities further highlight that mechanisms
such as the Commission of Inquiry on Enforced
Disappearances function with judicial oversight
to examine complaints and trace individuals. In
parallel, rehabilitation initiatives are presented as
part of a broader approach aimed at addressing
both security and social dimensions of the issue.

The Importance of Balance

The discussion surrounding Balochistan illustrates
the broader challenge of addressing human rights
concerns in conflict-affected regions. While raising
awareness of specific issues remains essential,
the framing of such concerns can influence both
perception and policy discourse.

References to joint allegation letters, for instance,
are sometimes interpreted as conclusive findings,
even though they are preliminary communications
within UN processes. Similarly, engagement with

platforms that reflect a particular political viewpoint

may shape the reception of otherwise well-
intentioned interventions.

—BALOCHISTAN PULSE

In this context, the emphasis
increasingly falls on ensuring
that discussions remain
grounded in verifiable
information, institutional
developments and the full
spectrum of on-ground
realities.

A Broader Perspective

Ultimately, the discourse

on Balochistan reflects
competing narratives that
intersect with questions

of governance, security

and human rights. A
comprehensive understanding
requires acknowledging the
complexity of these dynamics
rather than viewing them
through a single lens.

Pakistan continues to underscore its commitment to

constitutional governance, human rights and long-
term stability in the province. At the same time, the

-

—

evolving conversation highlights the importance of
balanced engagement at international forums, one that
accommodates multiple perspectives while remaining
anchored in accuracy and context.

w TP

.?'—.

e

Armed men of the Balochistan Liberation Army, designated a Foreign Terrorist Organisation by the US, in a mountainous area.
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MARCH 2

A NATION IMAGIN

From the Lahore Resolution to today's challenges, Pakistan's journey
forward demands renewed unity and belief

By Prof Ahsan Igbal
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On March 23, 1940, Muhammad Ali Jinnah leads the All-India Muslim League session in Lahore, demanding a separate Muslim homeland.
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istory occasionally pauses at certain
|II moments and asks a nation a defining

question: Do you dare to imagine a future
different from your present? For the Muslims of
South Asia, that defining moment arrived on 23
March 1940, when thousands gathered at Minto
Park in Lahore under the banner of the All-India
Muslim League and the leadership of Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah.
What emerged from that gathering was not
merely a political resolution; it was a declaration
of civilisational confidence. It was the moment
when a dispersed and often marginalised
community articulated a bold aspiration: the
right to live with dignity, security and self-
determination.
At the time, the idea seemed impossible. Even
many sympathetic observers dismissed it as
political fantasy. Critics ridiculed Jinnah for
demanding a separate homeland for Muslims
of the subcontinent. They called him unrealistic,
even “out of his mind”, for proposing what they
believed could never be achieved.
Yet history repeatedly shows that what
appears impossible in one generation becomes
inevitable in the next when guided by clarity of
purpose and steadfast leadership.

Igbal’s Vision

The Lahore Resolution of 1940 transformed
the destiny of millions. Within just seven years,

the dream of Pakistan became reality. The demand for
Pakistan did not emerge overnight. It was rooted in a

The intellectual foundations of Pakistan were most powerfully laid
by Allama Muhammad Igbal.

toward others; it was rooted in the principle that large
civilisational communities require political arrangements
that safeguard their identity and autonomy.

deeper intellectual and philosophical movement that had

begun decades earlier. The intellectual foundations of

the idea were laid most powerfully by
Allama Muhammad Igbal, the poet-

philosopher who envisioned a political
space where Muslims could organise

their collective life in accordance with The creation of

their values, culture and historical

Jinnah's Leadership

Igbal’s vision needed a political
CC strategist capable of translating
philosophy into constitutional struggle.

At that time, Muhammad Ali Jinnah
had withdrawn from the turbulent

identity Pakistan stands politics of the subcontinent and

Igbal understood that Muslims of was practicing law in London. Igbal

tae subcontinent were not merely a as a testament recognised in Jinnah the one leader who
religious community but a distinct to extraordinary possessed the integrity, legal acumen
civilisation shaped by centuries of Ieadership and and political resolve necessary to lead

shared history, intellectual traditions
and cultural expression. In his famous

Allahabad Address of 1930, Igbal Quaid-e-Azam.

articulated the idea that Muslim-
majority regions of the subcontinent

should be consolidated into a political entity where
Muslims could freely develop their social and cultural
institutions. His argument was not rooted in hostility

the Muslim cause. Through persistent

determination of correspondence and persuasion, he

urged Jinnah to return to India and
assume leadership of the Muslim
League.

History owes an immense debt to that decision.
When Jinnah returned, he brought with him not only
political experience but also a disciplined approach to

BALOCHISTAN PULSE—@



constitutional struggle. His leadership transformed the
Muslim League from a limited political organisation
into a mass movement representing the aspirations of
millions.

Idea of Nation

Pakistan's demand was rooted in the
concept that Muslims constituted a

distinct nation with their own culture,
identity, historical traditions and

worldview. But this concept carried a
deeper implication that is sometimes

was not merely about majority rule.
It was also about the insecurity that

within this demand was an equally important moral
commitment. If Muslims had sought Pakistan because
they feared discrimination in a united India, then
Pakistan itself had to ensure that no minority within its
borders would ever face discrimination.

The dream of Pakistan therefore contained two parallel
ideals:

« Self-realisation of Muslim identity

« Guarantee of dignity and protection for
all minorities

We must harness the Quaid-e-Azam articulated this principle
energy of our youth,
overlooked. The movement for Pakistan ~€mMpPOwWer women,

promote knowledge

clearly in his historic address to
Pakistan's Constituent Assembly on

11 August 1947, when he declared
that citizens were free to belong to any
religion or caste and that the business

minorities can feel in a political system  and entrepreneurship of the state was not to discriminate

dominated by another community.
Muslims in many parts of British India
feared political marginalisationin a
future democratic system where a
permanent numerical majority could
shape policies without adequately
safeguarding minority interests.

The demand for Pakistan therefore
reflected a fundamental principle: a community that

feels insecure in a majoritarian political structure seeks

the right to shape its own destiny. However, embedded

—3

and ensure that
development reaches the aspiration for Muslim self-
every region and
community.

among them.
The Pakistan Movement thus combined

determination with a commitment to
pluralism and justice.

Seven-Year Miracle
The speed with which Pakistan emerged as a sovereign

state through democratic struggle remains one of
the most remarkable political transformations of the
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The Pakistan Movement combined the aspiration for Muslim self-determination with a commitment to pluralism and justice.
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twentieth century. From the Lahore Resolution in 1940
to independence in 1947, only seven years passed.
During that brief period, Jinnah had to confront multiple

challenges. He faced opposition from the Indian National

Congress, which strongly resisted the idea of partition.
He confronted skepticism from British authorities who
initially believed the Muslim League's demand was
negotiable or temporary. Even within Muslim politics
there were doubts about whether such a transformation
was feasible.

Yet Jinnah's leadership combined clarity,
constitutionalism and unwavering determination. He
negotiated relentlessly, built consensus among diverse
Muslim communities and ensured that the demand

for Pakistan was articulated with legal precision and
political discipline.

One remarkable dimension of this struggle was

Jinnah's personal condition. During the final years of
the independence movement, he was battling severe
illness. His tuberculosis was kept secret from the public,
known only to a very small circle including his physician
and close associates. This secret remained one of

the most carefully guarded facts of twentieth-century
politics. Years later, Lord Mountbatten acknowledged

to the authors of Freedom at Midnight that if the British
leadership had known about Jinnah's terminal iliness,
they might have delayed the transfer of power until after
his death, potentially altering the course of history. Such

was the fragile window through which Pakistan emerged.

The creation of Pakistan therefore stands not only as a
triumph of political negotiation but also as a testament
to extraordinary leadership and determination of Quaid-
e-Azam.

Many nations are formed through geography, ethnicity,
or historical continuity. Pakistan was different. Pakistan
was born from an idea. It was the manifestation of a
collective dream, an aspiration shared by millions who
believed that their future required a political system
aligned with their cultural and civilisational identity.
This ideological foundation gives Pakistan a unique
character among modern nation-states. And like all
dreams, it requires continuous renewal. The dream does
not end with the creation of a state; it evolves with each
generation’s efforts to realise its promises.

Dream Revisited

Today, we must ask ourselves an honest question: How
far have we progressed in fulfilling that dream Pakistan
has faced many challenges over the decades, from
political instability to economic crises to security threats
to institutional weaknesses. Yet despite these setbacks,
the dream that inspired the creation of Pakistan remains
alive.

The resilience of our nation reflects the enduring power

[—
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of the ideals articulated in Lahore in 1940. Today,
Pakistan stands at another pivotal moment in its journey.
The global geo-political, geo-economic and technological
landscapes are transforming rapidly. Nations that adapt
and innovate are advancing; those that remain trapped in
outdated models risk falling behind.

Path Forward

For Pakistan, the path forward lies in revitalising the
spirit that created the country in the first place: a belief
in possibility, a commitment to collective effort and

a vision of national progress. This is the spirit behind
URAAN Pakistan, a national development agenda
designed to accelerate our economic transformation
and place Pakistan on a trajectory toward becoming a
one-trillion-dollar economy by 2035 and a three-trillion-
dollar economy by 2047, when the nation celebrates its
centennial.

Our own history provides the strongest inspiration. If
we could create a nation out of nothing in just seven
years, from 1940 to 1947, then envisioning Pakistan as
a trillion-dollar economy within the next decade is far
from impossible. Today we possess what our founding
generation did not: a sovereign state, vast natural
resources, established institutions and above all the
immense talent and energy of our people, particularly
our youth. With these assets, the journey toward
economic transformation is not harder; it is significantly
easier if guided by clear vision and disciplined
implementation.

However, achieving this transformation requires
something deeper than economic planning. It
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requires self-belief as a nation. We must overcome

the despondency that sometimes clouds our national
discourse. Too often, pessimism and cynicism dominate
our conversations about Pakistan’s future. Nations
cannot rise if they lose confidence in themselves.

The generation that created Pakistan did

not succumb to despair when the dream
seemed unattainable. They believed in

their collective strength and refused to
accept the limits imposed by skeptics.
Today we must revive that same spirit.
We must shun the voices of cynicism

is impossible in an environment where
mistrust and polarisation weaken the

must be directed toward building, not
tearing down.

Pakistan’s strength lies in its diversity,
of regions, cultures, languages and
communities. When this diversity is
united by a shared national purpose,
it becomes a powerful engine for progress. URAAN
Pakistan seeks to unlock the potential of our youth,

—

Pakistan’s national motto introduced by Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah in i§48.

For Pakistan,

the path forward

and hate that divide our society. Progress  |ies in a belief

in possibility, a
national fabric. The energy of our society commitment to
collective effort and
a vision of national contribution. Faith provides confidence
progress.

strengthen our economic foundations and position
Pakistan as a competitive and innovative economy in
the twenty-first century. In many ways, this agenda
represents the modern expression of the same dream
that inspired the Pakistan Movement.

Timeless Principles

Quaid-e-Azam summarised the path to
success in three simple yet profound
words: Unity, Faith and Discipline.

These principles remain as relevant today
as they were during the independence
struggle. Unity transforms individual
talents into collective strength. When a
nation is united around a shared purpose,
the synergy created by cooperation
multiplies the impact of every citizen’s

in our collective ability to overcome

obstacles. It is rooted in the concept

of Khudi articulated by Allama Igbal,
the belief that individuals and nations can shape their
destiny through self-awareness and determination.
Discipline ensures
that aspirations
translate into tangible
results. Without
discipline, even the
most inspiring visions
remain unrealised. For
Pakistan to achieve
its development goals,
these principles must
guide our national
conduct.
As we reflect on
our future, it is also
important to recognise
that development
strategies cannot
simply be imported
from other contexts.
For decades, many
developing countries,
including Pakistan, have
attempted to replicate
economic and political
models developed in
the West during the
twentieth century. While
these frameworks have
provided useful insights,
they cannot fully
address the local and
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Pakistan aims for a $1 trillion economy by 2035 and a $3 trillion economy by 2047.

twenty-first-century societies complexities.

Indeed, many Western political and economic theories
themselves are now being questioned within their own
societies. The world is entering a new era shaped by
technological disruption, demographic change, climate
challenges and shifting geopolitical realities.

Pakistan must therefore craft its own model of
development and governance, grounded in our national
ethos, social dynamics and economic realities. Such a
model must combine innovation with inclusivity, growth
with social justice and modern technology with cultural
authenticity. It must also ensure that democratic
governance becomes an enabler of economic
development rather than a source of disruption and
chaos. Freedom of expression and association are
essential pillars of democracy, but they must be
exercised with responsibility and respect for the rule
of law so that they do not degenerate into anarchy,
misinformation and toxic polarisation. The World
Economic Forum recently identified misinformation
and societal polarisation among the top global risks
facing the world today. Pakistan must therefore nurture
a culture of constructive debate and responsible
citizenship where democratic freedoms strengthen
national unity and policy continuity, allowing the nation
to focus its energies on development and prosperity
rather than perpetual instability.

We must harness the energy of our youth, empower
women, promote knowledge and entrepreneurship and
ensure that development reaches every region and
community. This requires continuity of policies, political
stability and a shared commitment to reforms that
strengthen our institutions and economy.

Renewing the Dream

Pakistan Day is not merely a commemoration of a
historic resolution. It is a reminder of what a nation can
achieve when it believes in a shared vision. In 1940,
the idea of Pakistan seemed unattainable. Yet millions
believed in it strongly enough to transform it into
reality. Today, we must summon the same courage and
imagination.

The future of Pakistan will not be determined by
external forces alone. It will be shaped by the choices
we make as a nation, our commitment to unity, our
faith in our capabilities and our discipline in pursuing
progress. If we learn from the lessons of our history
and channel the spirit that animated the Pakistan
Movement, there is every reason to believe that the
coming decades can become a new era of national
renewal.

The dream that began in Lahore in 1940 still lives.

It lives in the aspirations of our youth. It lives in the
resilience of our people. And it lives in our determination
to build a Pakistan that reflects the ideals of justice,
opportunity and dignity for all.

On this Pakistan Day, let us renew our pledge to
transform that dream into a future worthy of the

vision of Igbal and the leadership of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. For nations, like individuals,
ultimately become what they believe they can be.

The writer is the federal minister for planning,
development and special initiatives.
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alochistan’s challenges are often
B framed solely through the lens of

poverty and underdevelopment,
but the reality runs deeper. Years of
competing narratives, external influence
and a persistent crisis of trust have
shaped how the province is perceived,
both within Pakistan and beyond.
. AR ] Even as development efforts continue
Young MNA Jamal Raisani shares insights on Balochistan's and constitutional rights remain in

challenges beyond poverty and politics place, the narrative of deprivation has
endurgd, .raising questions about who
sustains it and why.
At a time when these debates are
intensifying, a younger generation is
beginning to assert its voice, seeking to
move the discourse beyond grievance
toward clarity and solutions. In this
context, Balochistan Pulse speaks to
Nawabzada Jamal Raisani, a young
Member of the National Assembly,
to explore his views on Balochistan’s
complex realities, the politics of
perception and the path forward.

JiF BALOCHISTAN DILENMA

BP: As one of the youngest voices in

the National Assembly, how do you - e

perceive the real challenges facing Jamal with his father, Nawabzada Siraj Raisani.

Balochistan today?

NJR: Balochistan faces multiple

issues, including security, governance and development,

which are all connected. From education and health to

infrastructure and law enforcement, every challenge

overlaps with another. Many policies have historically ) )

been implemented without fully empgwermg young people in the
province?

understanding the province's unique - Th H he backb ;
needs, which has left systemic gaps. NJR: The yo'ut are the ackbone o
both Balochistan and Pakistan. Many

The situation is particularly complex ) ' i
feel they have no voice or rights, which

because Balochistan’s strategic location W d | fuels f i 4 disillus:
and rich natural resources attract both € needa a clear uels rugtrat|on and disillusionment.
My goal is to ensure they feel young

internal and external pressures. distinction between ~ .
and empowered, giving them leadership

advocacy for justice opportunities and encouraging their
participation in decision-making
processes. Policies like youth

specific approaches rather than “one-size-fits-all”
solutions.

BP: Youth are often cited as a crucial part of
Balochistan’s future. How do you see your role in

BP: Many argue that Balochistan's
challenges are similar to those in other and platforms that

buffer zones, like Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. T . . )
What makes Balochistan’s situation mdlrec“y jUStIfy ,er?gagemem programmes, education
distinct? violence. initiatives and skill development are

essential to channel their energy
constructively rather than letting it be
exploited by extremist narratives.

NJR: Geography and resources are key.

Balochistan has over 200 documented natural resources,
making it a prime target for exploitation and conflict.
This strategic significance compounds governance
issues and security concerns. The province's location
also means multiple neighboring countries have vested
interests, which complicates internal stability. Unlike
other regions, Balochistan requires careful, context-

BP: Speaking of exploitation, how do you address
the narrative that terrorist groups claim to represent
Balochistan’s people?

NJR: That narrative is misleading. Only a tiny fraction
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of the population supports these groups. The Governance must not only deliver services but ensure
majority of Balochistan’s people, including Baloch, people feel the impact directly.

Pashtuns, Sindhis, Hindus and other communities,

seek development, education and peace. Groups BP: Critics argue that some human rights and political
like Balochistan Liberation Army and Baloch Yakjehti organisations in Balochistan amplify grievances on rule of law, transparency and
Committee often exploit structural gaps, social selectively. How do you view their role? accountability to prevent misuse
grievances and misinformation to NJR: Many such organisations, while of grievances.

without politicising tragedies.
Extremist groups often exploit
these narratives to advance their
agendas, while the state focuses

justify their violent activities. Our focus
must be on correcting narratives,

promoting transparency and addressing

genuine grievances while isolating
extremist propaganda.

BP: How do you reconcile reports

of development progress with the
perception of persistent youth
frustration and unrest?

NJR: There's a disconnect between
facts and perception. Since 1947, we've
seen growth in schools, universities,

My goal is to
empower youth
by giving them
leadership
opportunities and
encouraging their
participation in

claiming to fight for rights, inadvertently
provide cover or recruitment channels
for extremist elements. They often
prioritise narrative over genuine public
service, leaving the families of victims
and ordinary citizens unrepresented.
We need a clear distinction between
advocacy for justice and platforms that
indirectly justify violence. The state
must protect rights while neutralising
propaganda and ensuring transparency.

BP: Regarding enforced

BP: How do you view
Balochistan'’s situation in the
context of regional geopolitics
and neighbouring countries’
interests?

NJR: Balochistan’s strategic
location and resources make it a
focal point for regional powers.
Neighbouring countries may
attempt to manipulate local
conflicts or support proxies

to disrupt Pakistan’s stability.

infrastructure and health services. deC|S|on-mak|ng disappearances, how do you address Recognising this geopolitical

However, quality and accessibility processes. the political manipulation surrounding dimension is crucial while

remain concerns. For example, more these sensitive issues? continuing development

schools exist, but do they all have qualified teachers NJR: We acknowledge the gaps and work to create initiatives, strengthening

or resources? Young people perceive these gaps as transparent legal frameworks, such as the Criminal governance and maintaining

neglect, which fuels frustration. Addressing perception Act in Balochistan, which governs detentions based security. Congratulating PM Shehbaz Sharif on the approval of the 23rd Constitutional

Amendment during a National Assembly session.

alongside tangible improvements is essential. on evidence. Families’ concerns must be addressed

BP: Finally, what is your vision for
s . o 2 Balochistan moving forward? to eliminate the toxic foundations that extremist
J % NJR: A three-part approach is essential: short-term narratives exploit. Balochistan's future lies in inclusive
crisis management to address immediate issues; mid-to- ~ development, equitable resource sharing, transparent
long-term reforms focusing on development, governance ~ governance and empowering ordinary citizens and not in
and youth empowerment; and structural measures perpetuating conflict or division.

Receiving the national flag at his martyred father’s grave. Speaking during a National Assembly session.
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BLA VS BLF

Accusations and mistrust deepen cracks in Baloch terrorist groups

By Mirwaise Khan

he recent escalation between two banned terrorist
outfits operating in Balochistan, including the

Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) and the Baloch
Liberation Front (BLF), has once again brought their
internal rift into the spotlight. While the latest exchange
of statements has intensified tensions, analysts insist
that this conflict is not new but rather a continuation
of longstanding internal divisions that have existed for
years.
The Baloch Liberation Army (BLA-Azad) issued a detailed
press release in response to a statement by the BLF,
issued on 28 December 2025, raising serious concerns
over the group’s internal policies and the role of certain

Burnt vehicles at a Quetta police station after a Baloch
individuals. terrorist attack.

In its statement, the BLA accused the BLF of supporting
individuals it claims are linked to state institutions. The
press release specifically named Abdul Bagi alias Loong
and Suleman alias Saddam, alleging their involvement
in activities such as informant operations, forced
surrenders, financial misconduct and facilitation of
military actions.

The BLA further claimed that Abdul Bagi had been
arrested, tried in an internal organisational court and
executed. It described support for him by certain BLF
leaders as “surprising.”

Also, the group claimed to have released an audio
recording as evidence, in which a BLF commander can
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be heard discussing Abdul Bagi. According to the BLA,
the recording shows that some BLF members were
already aware of his links. However, these claims remain
independently unverified.

Rift in Ranks

Recent statements from both groups include serious
accusations of each other being “state agents,” reflecting
a growing breakdown of trust. The exchange of such
allegations highlights internal fractures within terrorist
networks that claim to pursue similar objectives.
Observers say that when groups with aligned goals begin
accusing each other in such terms, it signals deeper
structural and trust issues within their ranks.

Former commander Sarfraz Bangalzai has, in multiple
interviews, claimed that suspicion within these
organisations often leads to internal violence. According
to him, fighters are sometimes killed by

BLA chief Bashir Zeb Baloch

Informer Threats

Incidents involving targeted killings of commanders
through “informer networks” suggest that internal
intelligence is being used against rival

their own groups rather than by opposing factions. This has raised concerns about
forces. C‘ infiltration and internal leaks within these
He stated that within such groups, groups.

suspicion itself can become a death
sentence and even loyalty does not

provide insight into internal dynamics, they
have not been independently verified.

Disputes over
guarantee safety. While these claims resource

distribution

For lower-level fighters, the risks appear

to be increasingly internal. In such an
environment, today’s ally can quickly
become tomorrow’s accuser.

The situation also raises broader questions

have historically about how many individuals in the past

Loyalty Risks

The ongoing conflict is not solely
ideological. It also reflects competition
over territory, influence and resources.

historically contributed to internal clashes
within terrorist organisations.

Some observers also point to differences in
organisational structure and social
composition. The BLA leadership is often
associated with tribal elites, while the

BLF is believed to include members from
relatively middle and lower socio-economic
backgrounds. This divide, analysts suggest,
may be contributing to rising tensions.
Former members of various factions,
including the United Baloch Army (UBA),
have indicated that dissent within such
outfits is often not tolerated and may be
suppressed forcefully.

The BLA has also been described as having
a dismissive approach toward smaller
groups such as the Baloch Republican
Army (BRA), with critics claiming that even

contributed to
internal clashes  innocent.
within terrorist
Disputes over resource distribution have organisations.

have been labeled as “traitors” and
eliminated and how many may have been

The latest BLA-BLF dispute underscores
deeper issues within terrorist networks in
Balochistan, including mistrust, internal
divisions and competition for control. As
tensions continue, the evolving dynamics may have
significant implications for the structure and direction of
these groups.

the legacy of figures like Akbar Bugti is not A paramilitary ranger frisks a motorcyclist at a checkpoint on the

given significant weight.

outskirts of Quetta.
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PAKISTAN UNDER

ONLINE PROPAGANDA ATTACK

Indian and Afghan social media networks fake Iranian accounts to
fuel anti-Pakistan narratives

By Noor Baloch

. Kabull. Frontline News Flle

Handle: @FrontlineKabul Handle; @News_Filed
Followers: T6G

Islamabad Post

Handle: @ISBPost
Followers: 4322

Afghanistan Guardian
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Followers: 5382

Followers: 411

Afghanistan Defense
Handie: @AFGDefense
Followers: 34.8K

Ahsan Agha
AKA: Haider Hashmi

Did Hanlde: AfghanForces0
Handle: @sHaidarHashmi

Afghanistan Times A
sl Mob: +93 70 545 2849 W 8
Followers: 11.9K Handle: @FalconDefencee

Followars: 4991

Heart of Asia
Handle: @HOF_Asia
Followers, 1038

The Scoop
Handle: @TheScoop_1
Followers: 153
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he exposure of a coordinated disinformation
I campaign, involving Indian and Afghan actors

posing as lranian voices, reveals how digital

The allegation, as outlined in the material, was entirely
fabricated. Yet it was strategically crafted. By linking
the claim to the Strait of Hormuz and US-Iran tensions,

operations now shape geopolitical battles. Using fake the narrative sought to trigger distrust within Iran and

identities, synchronized messaging,
and precise timing, the network aimed

not just to misinform, but to undermine

Pakistan’s diplomatic efforts amid rising
Middle East tensions.

At the heart of the campaign was a
web of “ghost accounts” on X (formerly

outlets such as Iran National News

pushing a carefully constructed anti-
Pakistan narrative.

A Manufactured Accusation
The core claim was both specific world.

and provocative: that Pakistan had
facilitated the transportation of oil on behalf of the

By linking the claim
to the Strait of
Twitter), impersonating Iranian media Hormuz and US-Iran
tensions, the false

and Iran TV, projecting credibility while narrative sought to
trigger distrust within
Iran and anger across
the wider Muslim

anger across the wider Muslim world.
It was less about facts and more about
emotional impact.

Anatomy of the Network

The campaign followed a layered
structure.

It began with initiator accounts, many
posing as Iranian. One early account, @
HosseinNejat1, created in November
2025, was among the first to push the
claim. These accounts showed typical
signs of manipulation: recent creation,
username changes and regional app
connections.

The second layer consisted of Afghan-

based proliferators. Accounts such as @Army_of_Afghani,

United States to Iran’s adversaries, effectively portraying  @fqyrzadh079 and @GlobNow34163 echoed identical
Islamabad as betraying Tehran despite shared religious ~ claims, amplifying the narrative through repetitive and

and regional ties.

emotionally charged posts. Their role was to simulate
organic outrage.

INITIATOR - DISINFO CAMPAIGN (AFGHAN BASED ACCOUNTS)
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Analysis also indicates that several accounts, including
Afghan Guardian, Kabul Frontline, News File, Islamabad
Post and Heart of Asia, were likely controlled by a single
operator using multiple identities, notably under the
names Ahsan Agha and Haider Hashmi.

The final layer involved amplifier accounts with Indian
links. Accounts like @INNewx, @ Timesofiraan and @
MojtabaKhamen had histories of identity shifts, from
Indian usernames to Iranian personas. Their role was to
push the narrative into wider, global circulation.

Across the network, patterns were consistent:
coordinated posts, recycled content, shifting locations
and shared technical footprints, clear indicators of
organised digital manipulation.

Timing as a Tool

The campaign’s timing was critical. It coincided with a
period when Pakistan was actively engaged in diplomatic
efforts to ease tensions in the Middle East, particularly
between the United States and Iran.

This was no coincidence. The surge in disinformation
appears calibrated to undermine Pakistan's credibility

as a mediator. By portraying Islamabad as complicit in

mArmy of Afghani

‘ Army of Afghanistan & 3

Bl BIG UPDATE: [ X FM Abbas Araghchi
said Pakistan has crossed its I|rn , calling it
a “clear betrayal®

Alleging Pakistani-fl
oil through the

shipments maoved
f Hormuz and reached
spite Tehran's trust in

a Muslim nation...See more

actions against Iran, the campaign aimed to erode trust
at a pivotal moment.

Disinformation as Strategy

Analysts declare the operation a “strategic
disinformation attack” aimed at sabotaging regional
peace efforts and insist that fake Iranian identities were
used to manufacture anti-Pakistan sentiment.

According to them, such tactics are part of a broader
pattern. Disinformation, they suggest, is a core element
of hybrid warfare alongside psychological operations and
narrative control. Experts note that truth is often the first
casualty in conflict and shaping perception has become
central to modern strategy.

What sets this campaign apart is its coordination. The
use of fabricated identities, cross-border amplification
and synchronised messaging points to an organised
effort rather than isolated activity.

Its objectives appear twofold: to damage Pakistan’s
international credibility and to inflame religious
sensitivities by presenting the narrative as originating
from within Iran. This approach blurs the line between
external propaganda and internal dissent, making it
harder to detect and counter.
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iy of Afghen
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A Digital Battlefield

The exposure of this network highlights a broader
shift. Social media platforms are no longer just spaces
for debate; they have become arenas of strategic
competition.

In this case, the India-Afghanistan nexus leveraged
identity, timing and narrative coherence to mount
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a campaign aimed at diplomatic disruption. The
implications are clear: influence operations are
becoming more sophisticated, more targeted and more
consequential.

For Pakistan, the episode underscores the need for
narrative resilience alongside traditional diplomacy. In an
era where perception shapes policy, controlling the story
may be as critical as controlling the outcome.

INITIATOR - DISINFO CAMPAIGN (INDIA BASED ACCOUNTS
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PAKISTAN'S

DIPLOMATIC LEAP

Islamabad leverages historic ties and strategic acumen to mediate Middle East tensions,
outpacing rivals globally

By Jamila Zareef

@—BALOCHISTAN PULSE

Pakistan's emergence as a critical intermediary

in the escalating tensions between the United Pakistan's strategic position and historical relationships
States, Iran and Israel. For the first time in this particular  underpin its diplomatic leverage. Sharing over 900
flare-up, Washington has relied on km of border with Iran, Islamabad

Islamabad to relay conditions and ; ; possesses immediate insight into

m ecent developments in the Middle East highlight Strategic Advantage

proposals directly to Tehran, signalling regional sensitivities. At the same time,
trust in Pakistan's diplomatic leverage its longstanding ties with Gulf states,

and recognition of its unique geopolitical Previously a especially Saudi Arabia, allow Pakistan
positioning. Previously a facilitator, to credibly communicate assurances to

Pakistan now engages in formal faC|I|tator, Pakistan stakeholders concerned about regional
mediation, positioning itself as an honest  NOW engages in stability. Combined with decades of US
broker capable of navigating a crisis with fak: security cooperation and engagement,
global repercussions. forn:l.al n.‘edl.atlon' these factors enable Pakistan to act as
Reports indicate that Chief of Defence pOSItIOﬂIng itself a stabilising agent rather than a passive
Forces Field Marshal Asim Munir as an honest messenger.

has earned the confidence of Donald broker capable The immediate context of Pakistan’'s
Trump and maintains strong working . . facilitation is the US decision to
relations with US envoy Steve Witkoff. of naVIgatlng a pause airstrikes on Iranian energy
Simultaneously, Pakistan has retained crisis with global infrastructure, providing Tehran with a
Iran’s trust, having extended diplomatic repercussions. window to consider American conditions.

and political support during both last These proposals include limiting Iran’s
June’s conflict and the ongoing tensions. nuclear programme, curbing missile

This rare dual credibility underscores Islamabad's unique  capabilities, addressing regional proxy conflicts and
capacity to mediate effectively between global powers. securing assurances for neighboring states. The tension
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lies in converting these divergences into actionable
convergence, with sanctions relief emerging as a critical
bargaining chip for a potential “win-win” scenario.

India Outpaced

A striking dimension of Pakistan's recent
diplomatic success is India's comparative
retreat. Analysts from Asia Nikkei and
the New York Times note that Pakistan's
superior strategy and narrative framing
have outpaced India, leaving it sidelined
in global politics.

In cricketing terms, Pakistan has
outclassed India, leveraging impartiality
and multi-party trust to gain international
credibility. In contrast, India aligned
itself as a partisan actor, leaning heavily
toward Israel, limiting its ability to
mediate effectively. This diplomatic
sidelining marks a significant setback
for New Delhi, illustrating how strategic

neutrality and measured engagement can outperform

overt alignment in high-stakes diplomacy.

Conflict Bridge

Pakistan has actively sought to act as a bridge between

all parties, gaining trust from both the US and Iran.

Even if mediation fails, Pakistan's impartiality and

commitment to peace have been demonstrated, earning
recognition from global analysts as

a major success for its civil-military
leadership. Observers term this a triumph

of Pakistani diplomacy and a failure of

Even if mediation the “Modi Doctrine,” reflecting a notable

shift in regional influence.

faI|S, Pakistan's Analysts emphasise that Iran must also
impartiality and navigate the crisis carefully. Should
commitment to peace negotiations fail due to Israeli

or US intransigence, Iran should avoid
peace have been targeting Gulf countries, particularly given
demonstrated, the exceptional restraint shown by Arab

earning recognition states such as Saudi Arabia. The broader
as a major sSuccess
for its civil-military  sought to provoke.
leadership.

goal is to prevent escalation into an
Arab-Iran war, which Israel has reportedly

Global Impact

If Pakistan successfully consolidates its mediation,

it could leverage the moment to strengthen its

global standing, particularly in contrast to India,

while expanding trade and engagement with Iran,
opportunities previously constrained by US sanctions.
Beyond immediate conflict resolution, Islamabad's

| J1

Saudircriefence minister Prince Khalid bin Salman discusses regional situation with Field Marshal Asim Munir
during a meeting in Riyadh.
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PM Shehbaz Sharif receives Iranian Ambassador Reza Amiri Moghadam at PM House in Islamabad.

performance demonstrates how a regional actor of peace. The country’s ability to act with prudence,

with nuanced ties, historical credibility and strategic maintain neutrality and cultivate trust across
foresight can shape outcomes in international crises. adversarial lines marks a pivotal moment in its foreign
While experts caution that the prospects for a policy trajectory, a moment of both national pride and
durable resolution remain roughly fifty-fifty, Pakistan’s potential long-term influence in global diplomacy.

diplomatic acumen positions it as a credible messenger
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Foreign minister Ishaq Dar meets his Saudi, Turkish and Egyptian counterparts at Arab-Islamic consultative meeting.
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WORLD ON EDGE

A volatile Middle East exposes the fragility of old alliances and the limits of global order

By Muhammad Mohsin Igbal

he present moment in global affairs bears an
unsettling resemblance to those rare periods

in history when events move with such speed
and unpredictability that even the most experienced
observers struggle to make sense of them. What once
seemed unlikely now unfolds with alarming regularity,
as if the restraints of caution and collective wisdom
have gradually eroded. The ongoing confrontation
involving Iran, Israel and the United States exemplifies
this dangerous shift, revealing a world drifting toward
instability.
For years, it was assumed that any escalation
involving Iran would follow a familiar pattern. There
would be calculated responses, symbolic actions and

eventually a return to negotiation under an unspoken
understanding of limits. However, the present crisis
has disrupted that expectation. It has moved beyond
controlled brinkmanship, introducing a level of intensity
that suggests established norms are no longer reliable
guides.

Gaza Crisis

The tragedy of Gaza has already become one of the
darkest chapters of contemporary history. Israel's direct
military actions, coupled with the tacit backing of the
United States, have drawn widespread condemnation.
Yet despite global outrage, meaningful intervention
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has remained absent. The Y
international community | abwny
has spoken forcefully, but its P

words have not translated H"'"q-_l-':'r}i“ﬂ-

into decisive action, a

e e
exposing the limitations of il | E WA AT
existing global mechanisms. - "'-.IHUTAIT
In a notable development, e
voices within the United ! 5,
Kingdom have begun to E e >
confront the historical L“ﬂh!-' o
roots of the conflict. In SAUDI
early March 2026, nearly iR ABI A
forty-five parliamentarians T
from across political lines B RIYADH
addressed an open letter
to Prime Minister Keir
Starmer. They called upon Arabian
the British government to Peninsula

formally acknowledge and
apologise forits role in
Palestine between 1917 and
1948. This appeal reflects a
growing recognition that the origins of the conflict are
deeply embedded in history.

At the centre of this call lies the legacy of the Balfour
Declaration and the British Mandate. The signatories
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The Strait of Hormuz

argue that Britain, in exercising imperial authority,
disregarded international principles and denied
Palestinians their right to self-determination. By assuming
control over the fate of a land and its people, it set in
motion consequences that continue to shape the present

I =5
Foreign ministers from Arab and Islamic nations gather in Riyadh to discuss regional security.
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A drone view of the aftermath of an Iranian strike in Beit Shemesh, Israel.

crisis. This moment of reflection highlights the enduring
relevance of historical decisions.

Iran’s Retaliation

Meanwhile, Washington and Tel Aviv
appear to have miscalculated Tehran's
resolve. Iran’s response has not been
limited or symbolic. Instead, it has been
forceful and expansive, altering the
strategic landscape. This unexpected
intensity has challenged long-standing
assumptions about deterrence and raised

new uncertainties about the direction of Tehran's resolve.
Iran's response
has been forceful

confrontations, the United States could and expansive,

the conflict.
Equally significant is the response of
traditional Western allies. In previous

Washington and
Tel Aviv appear to
have miscalculated Reports of Iranian strikes on installations

Gulf Reassessment

The position of the Gulf States further reflects this
changing environment. Historically aligned with
American interests, these nations now face immediate

risks due to their proximity to the conflict.
C‘ Their hesitation to support Washington

fully indicates a pragmatic reassessment
of their vulnerabilities. The costs of
alignment are no longer theoretical; they
are direct and potentially severe.

linked to American interests in the

Gulf have added to the uncertainty.
Whether entirely accurate or not, such
accounts contribute to a perception that
deterrence may be weakening. Similarly,
claims that Israel’'s defence systems are

rely on consistent support from European altering the strategic under strain have unsettled allies and

partners. This time, however, the reaction Iandscape

has been more cautious. Countries such

as the UK and others in Europe have

shown reluctance to fully align themselves, signaling a
possible fatigue with prolonged involvement in distant
wars.

emboldened adversaries, complicating

the strategic balance.

One of the most consequential aspects
of the crisis is Iran’s threat to close the Strait of
Hormuz. This narrow passage is vital for global energy
supplies, carrying a significant share of the world’s oil.
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Even the possibility of disruption has sent shockwaves
through international markets, highlighting the fragile
interdependence of modern economies. While the
United States may be less vulnerable due to its energy
production, the global implications remain severe.

The financial costs of the conflict are already
substantial. Billions of dollars have been spentin a
short period, reflecting the immense

burden of modern warfare. Yet
more concerning is the lack of clear C‘

objectives. What began as an effort

to curb Iran’'s nuclear programme

has expanded to include its missile
capabilities and oil infrastructure. This
shifting focus risks turning the conflict
into an open-ended engagement without
a clear resolution.

The unfolding
crisis in the Middle are being reconsidered. Modern conflicts
East reflects a

world in transition.

For Pakistan, these developments demand vigilance
and strategic clarity. The persistence of cross-border
threats, combined with the risk of opportunistic actions
by regional adversaries, creates a delicate situation.
While Pakistan has so far responded with restraint, the
evolving dynamics require careful planning and national
unity.

Global Transition

Ultimately, the unfolding crisis reflects a
world in transition. Established patterns
are weakening and traditional alliances

have a tendency to expand beyond their
initial scope, making them difficult to
contain. Even as key actors express a

Established desire to disengage, they find themselves
South Asia Ripple patterns are increasingly entangled.
weakening History will judge the decisions

The effects of this crisis are also
being felt in South Asia. The growing
alignment between India and Israel,
along with their reported interactions
with Afghanistan, presents a complex
challenge for Pakistan. Under current
conditions, Afghanistan appears less as a source of

stability and more as a potential conduit for asymmetric

threats. This perception adds to regional uncertainty.

F

and traditional
alliances are being  interconnected world, conflicts cannot
reconsidered.

made in these uncertain times. One
truth, however, is already clear: in an

be contained within borders. Their
consequences spread across regions,
affecting economies, alliances and global
stability. Whether wisdom will prevail over impulse
remains uncertain, but the answer will shape the future
of the international order.
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Mourners gather in Tehran after.the death of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in US-Israeli strikes on March 1.
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PEACE ISN'T
CLAIMED, IT'S EARNED

Pakistan pairs restraint with resolve, shaping a quieter path to influence

By BP Team

—BALOCHISTAN PULSE

ower in the modern age seldom speaks in
whispers; it announces itself with assertions,

repetitions and claims designed to shape

perception as much as reality. In recent
months, one such assertion has echoed
persistently from Washington, where
President Donald Trump, on numerous
occasions, declared that he prevented a
full-scale war between Pakistan and India
following the tense military exchange

of May 2025. Repeated with striking
frequency, this claim seeks not merely

to inform but to construct a narrative in
which the United States appears as the
indispensable arbiter of peace in a volatile
region.

Yet history, when examined with sobriety
rather than spectacle, often reveals a
more intricate truth. The brief but intense

confrontation between Pakistan and India did not
unfold in a vacuum, nor did its de-escalation hinge upon

a single external intervention. Credible
reports and observable developments
indicated that the realities on the ground,
particularly the balance of military
response and the swift demonstration of
technological capability, played a decisive
role in shaping the trajectory of events.

It became evident to impartial observers
which side had sought external mediation
and which had asserted control through
measured but firm action.

Calibrated Restraint, Not Weakness

Pakistan's conduct during and after the
confrontation offers a study in calibrated
restraint. A nation often compelled by
circumstance to defend its sovereignty, it
has consistently articulated its preference
for peace, not as a rhetorical device but
as a strategic doctrine. However, peace,
when mistaken for passivity, invites
miscalculation. The response delivered

by Pakistan’s armed forces was not only
swift but precise, reaffirming a long-
standing principle that restraint does

not equate to weakness. The memory of
aerial engagements, including the capture
of Abhinandan Varthaman in an earlier
episode, still lingers as a reminder of how
quickly the dynamics of conflict can shift
when resolve is tested.

What distinguishes Pakistan’s posture,

919

Beyond its
immediate
neighbourhood,
Pakistan's

diplomatic

engagements
underscore its
commitment to
stability.

however, is not merely its capacity to respond, but its
refusal to succumb to triumphalism. Military success
was not followed by chest-thumping rhetoric or

theatrical displays of dominance. Instead,
there emerged a quieter, more dignified
expression of gratitude and humility,
rooted in a consciousness that power,

if left unchecked by moral restraint, can
become self-defeating. This balance
between strength and sobriety remains
rare in a world where victories are often
amplified beyond proportion for domestic
or international consumption.

Diplomacy Beyond Borders
Beyond its immediate neighbourhood,

Pakistan's diplomatic engagements further
underscore its commitment to stability.

Its participation in international efforts concerning the
crisis in Gaza Strip, despite the evident limitations of

Lz
Captured Indian pilot Abhinandan with Pakistan Army personnel after his
MiG-21 was downed.
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such initiatives, reflects a willingness to contribute to

collective peace even when outcomes remain uncertain.

The tragic reality, however, is that while forums are
convened and declarations issued, the suffering in
Palestine continues unabated, exposing the inadequacy
of global mechanisms when confronted

The Question of Credible Mediation

As the conflict edged towards a precarious equilibrium,

the familiar question resurfaced: who can be trusted to

mediate, to guarantee, to ensure that commitments are
honoured? The credibility of traditional

with entrenched power asymmetries and power brokers has been eroded by
selective enforcement of international C‘ precedents that cast doubt on their
norms. impartiality. In this context, attention

The unfolding tensions involving Iran,
the United States and Israel have added
yet another layer of complexity to an
already fragile international order.
Pakistan, adhering to its consistent
approach, advocated dialogue at a time
when diplomacy still held the promise
of averting escalation. However, the

Peace in the
21st century
is shaped by a Reports suggesting its quiet but active
convergence
of restraint,

resilience and also a reputation for sincerity.

has once again turned towards Pakistan,
not as a claimant of influence but as
a practitioner of balanced diplomacy.

role in facilitating de-escalation point to
a recognition that effective mediation
requires not only strategic relevance but

Subse'quent military.strikes altgred the responsible This evolving role, hovyevgr, is not without
equation, transforming a negotiable diol its challenges. Mediation in contemporary
dispute into a confrontation marked Iplomacy. geopolitics demands more than access;

by unpredictability. Iran’s response,

both strategic and resolute, challenged prevailing
assumptions and demonstrated that even under
pressure, nations retain the capacity to redefine the

it requires trust, which is forged over
time through consistency of conduct. Pakistan's past
and present efforts suggest an awareness of this
responsibility, yet the ultimate test lies in whether

Rethinking Power and
Peace

The broader lesson emerging
from these developments is
both sobering and instructive.
Peace in the twenty-first
century cannot be sustained
through unilateral claims or
self-congratulatory narratives.
It is shaped instead by a
convergence of restraint,
resilience and responsible
diplomacy. Nations that
possess the capacity to wage
war must also cultivate the
wisdom to prevent it and those
who seek to mediate must
demonstrate integrity beyond
rhetoric.

In this delicate balance,
Pakistan appears to be carving
out a role that aligns with its
professed ideals. It has shown

terms of engagement. conflicting parties perceive it as a credible guarantor in

an environment where assurances are often viewed with

that strength need not be loud, that victory need not
be vaunted and that the pursuit of peace, though often
skepticism. fraught with contradiction, remains the only viable
path in a world perpetually on the brink. Whether this
approach will yield enduring stability is a question that
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian meets PM Shehbaz Sharif at the International Peace and Trust Forum
in Ashgabat last December.

ROARD of PEACE

PM Shehbaz Sharif signs the Board of Peace charter to support the Gaza Peace Plan.

Wreckage of an Indian fighter jet downed by Pakistan during clashes last May.

time alone can answer, but for the present, it offers a
counter-narrative to the prevailing discourse of power, a
reminder that true leadership lies not in claiming to stop
wars, but in striving, quietly and consistently, to prevent
them.
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he United States has drawn a harder line against
Afghanistan, formally branding it a “State Sponsor

of Wrongful Detention” and accusing the Taliban
regime of turning arrests into leverage.
The move marks a clear escalation in
tone, signalling that what the United
States once treated as a diplomatic
challenge is now being framed as a
pattern of coercion, one where foreign
detainees are caught in the middle of a
broader geopolitical standoff.
The designation, announced by US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, places
Afghanistan on a newly created American
blacklist targeting governments accused
of exploiting foreign nationals for
political or diplomatic gain. It is only
the second time Washington has invoked this category,
underscoring the seriousness with which it views the
issue.
US officials say the decision reflects mounting
concern that the Taliban regime is not merely detaining
foreigners arbitrarily, but doing so with intent, holding
them as leverage in negotiations, rather than as part of
any transparent legal process.
The label itself carries weight. While largely symbolic

919

There is a risk of
arbitrary detention,
with individuals
potentially held
without formal
charges or legal
recourse.

HOSTAGE POLITIGS

Trump administration finds Taliban authorities in Afghanistan are weaponising detainees,
raising global accountability concerns

By Jamila Zareef
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A US delegation and Taliban officials meet in Kabul.

on its own, it sets the stage for increased diplomatic
pressure, potential sanctions and a broader international
campaign to isolate governments accused of such

practices.
Detention as Strategy

Rubio’'s remarks left little room for
ambiguity. He accused the Afghan Taliban
of using detention as a deliberate political
tool, describing a system in which arrests
are not incidental but instrumental.

In Washington's view, such actions
resemble coercive tactics designed to
extract concessions, blurring the boundary
between governance and intimidation. The
language used by US officials also signals

a shift, increasingly framing Taliban behaviour in terms
once reserved for more overtly hostile actors.
Alongside the designation came a renewed warning:
Afghanistan remains unsafe for American citizens. The
risk, officials say, is not limited to general instability but
extends specifically to the threat of arbitrary detention
where individuals may be held without clear charges or
legal recourse.

—BALOCHISTAN PULSE |
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Names at the Centre

At the heart of the dispute are detained US nationals,
whose cases have come to symbolise the broader

standoff. Among them are Mahmoud
Habibi and Dennis Coyle.

Habibi, an Afghan-American businessman

and former head of civil aviation in
Afghanistan, was detained in Kabul

in August 2022 along with dozens of
employees from his telecommunications
company. Despite repeated calls for his
release, his case remains unresolved.
The US State Department has offered a
$5 million reward for information that
could lead to his return, highlighting both
the urgency and the difficulty of securing
progress.

Coyle's case is more recent but no less
concerning. An academic from Colorado
who spent nearly two decades working
in Afghanistan, he was detained in
January 2025, according to the James
Foley Foundation. His longstanding ties

to the country have only deepened concerns among
advocates, who argue that even those with deep roots in

Afghanistan are no longer safe.

L)

US citizen Dennis Coyle in Kabul after over a year in Taliban custody.

Pressure at the United Nations
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Afghanistan
receives
substantial
international
support but
Taliban policies,
especially

on women,
restrict the very
systems that aid
depends on.

The announcement coincided with a sharper US stance
at the United Nations, where Afghanistan’s future, and

the Taliban regime’s policies, remain under
constant scrutiny. Addressing the Security
Council, US Ambassador Mike Waltz urged
the international community to reassess its
approach.

His message was pointed: continued
engagement and financial assistance should
not be taken for granted. As long as the
ruling Afghan Taliban resist policy changes,
particularly on fundamental rights, the global
response, he argued, must evolve.

The remarks reflect a broader debate

within the international community, where
humanitarian concerns often collide with
political realities.

Aid and Accountability

Waltz highlighted what he described as

a growing contradiction. On one hand, Afghanistan

continues to receive substantial international support.
On the other, Taliban policies, especially those affecting

women, have restricted the very systems that aid
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depends on.

The United Nations Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan remains the UN's largest
special political mission, even aftera 15
per cent budget reduction in 2026. Yet
its operations are increasingly strained.
Female Afghan staff members are still
unable to report to offices, a restriction
that not only raises human rights
concerns but also hampers programme
delivery.

The financial implications are equally
stark. With a reported $1 billion
humanitarian funding gap, questions
are mounting over whether donors will

continue to contribute at the same level.

Waltz suggested that international
willingness to fill that gap may diminish
if current policies persist, particularly
those excluding women from public and
professional life.

Part of a Broader Policy Shift

The blacklist designation is rooted in an executive order

Afghan-American businessman Mahmoud Habibi has been detained in
Kabul since August 2022.

signed by President Donald Trump in September last
year, which established the framework for identifying
and penalising governments engaged in wrongful

detention practices.

Earlier, Iran became the first country to be placed on

the list, making Afghanistan the second. US officials
say the policy is designed not only to name offenders
but to build sustained pressure, diplomatic, economic
and reputational, against states that use detainees as
bargaining tools.

For Washington, the message is increasingly explicit:
the detention of foreign nationals for leverage will no
longer be treated as a peripheral issue but as a central
test of international conduct.

President Trump signs an order to punish countries illegally detaining US citizens.
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BALOTOON: BALOCHISTAN
REIMAGINED

Proposed near Khuzdar, the smart, sustainable capital promises
growth, opportunity and modern urban life

By Mir Mazhar Jabbar Khan

@ QUETTA

BALOCHISTAN
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ankind has always lived in communities due

to mutual dependence. What began as small

groups of humans inhabiting caves thousands
of years ago has evolved into vast urban centres
housing millions. The construction of cities is not new;
however, the urgency to build more, better planned and
future-ready, has never been greater.
The United Nations estimates that nearly two-thirds of
the world’s population will live in urban areas by 2050.
In response to this trend, more than 40 countries have

developed hundreds of new cities since the early 2000s.

Many of these planned cities, particularly in Asia and
Africa, are designed as economic hubs and testing
grounds for smart-city technologies.

Among the most notable examples is Forest City in
Malaysia, planned to accommodate approximately
700,000 residents. Saudi Arabia has launched the
ambitious $500 billion NEOM project, envisioned as a
futuristic, fully automated city powered by renewable
energy. Similarly, Songdo International Business
District in South Korea represents a model smart city
built on reclaimed land, incorporating advanced waste
management systems and digital infrastructure.
Another example is King Abdullah Economic City

in Saudi Arabia, which is designed to diversify the
national economy and attract investment. Meanwhile,
Kazakhstan shifted its capital from Almaty to Astana
(now Nur-Sultan) due to geographic and strategic
considerations. Brazil undertook a similar

Eaﬂ:ital Moves

Global Examples —

Naypyidaw I_?;ul].'arlr;l.i;.:lu

significant challenges. The current capital, Quetta, is

located approximately 950 km from Gwadar Port, 128

km from the Chaman border and 689 km from Karachi,
limiting both administrative efficiency and

transformation when it moved its capital provincial connectivity.

from Rio de Janeiro to Brasilia in 1960 In addition, ongoing global economic shifts,
to promote development in the country’s particularly the China-Pakistan Economic
interior. The name Corridor (CPEC), have elevated Gwadar as
Historically, cities often developed Balotoon a strategic hub connecting China to over
organically based on geographic combines 36 countries. This transformation demands
advantages such as trade routes, natural a more centrally located and accessible
resources, or defensible terrain. Over Baloch and administrative capital.

. ) . Balochi . o ith
time, infrastructure evolved ina largely Pashtoon, aloc |§tan comprises 33 districts \.N|4t a
unplanned manner. However, in the lisi population of approximately 12.3 million,
early 20th century, particularly after the symbo Ising around 5.5% of Pakistan's total, yet it covers
introduction of zoning laws in New York in the province’s nearly 48% of the country’s land area.

1916, urban development became more
structured and intentional.

Today, advances in technology, data analytics and
environmental science have enabled cities to be
designed with precision. Modern cities are increasingly
sustainable, efficient and livable, an essential evolution
given the rapid pace of urbanisation.

Capital Challenges

A geographical assessment of Balochistan reveals

cultural unity.

The province is rich in untapped natural
resources, including gold, copper, oil, gas
and vast agricultural and tourism potential,
along with significant marine resources.

Given these realities, the development of a new, modern
and strategically located capital city is not merely
desirable; it is essential.

Quetta faces multiple structural and environmental
challenges. The city suffers from overpopulation and
unplanned urban growth. It has limited and declining
water resources. Harsh climatic conditions further
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exacerbate the situation. Also, Quetta
is located on a seismic fault line,
making it earthquake-prone. These
factors significantly constrain its long-
term viability as a provincial capital.

Strategic Core

It is proposed that a new capital be
developed near Khuzdar, which lies
close to the geographical centre of
Balochistan. This location offers
several advantages. It provides central
accessibility across the province.
There is sufficient land available for
planned expansion. The region has
the presence of water reservoirs.
Newly explored natural gas reserves,
such as the Margand Block, are also
located nearby. The combination

of these factors makes the region
highly suitable for a sustainable and
economically viable capital city.

A crowded Quetta street.

Limitations of Quetta

—

Overpopulation & Water Scarcity
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Relocating capitals is not uncommon. Countries have done so

for reasons, including security, centrality, neutrality and economic
development.

Examples include Abuja in Nigeria, moved in 1991 due to its central
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location; Brasilia in Brazil, moved in 1960 to relieve
overcrowding in Rio; Canberra in Australia, established in
1913 as a political compromise; Islamabad in Pakistan,
created in 1967 for security and planning reasons; and
Naypyidaw in Myanmar, founded in 2005 because of its
strategic location.

Vision Hub

The proposed name Balotoon symbolically combines
“Baloch” and “Pashtoon,” reflecting the cultural unity of
the province.

The city would be designed as a fully integrated smart
capital, featuring centralised digital governance systems,
biometric-based residency registration linked with
NADRA, real-time monitoring of public services and
infrastructure, and integrated data systems for security,
administration and planning. All major sectors, including
government, finance, law enforcement, education,
healthcare and commerce, would operate within a unified
digital framework to ensure efficient service delivery and
public safety.

The master plan for Balotoon would emphasise reduced
commuting distances, eco-friendly public transportation
including metro, tram and cycling options, walkable
urban design, green infrastructure such as rooftop
gardens, vertical greenery and parks, and localised

food production to shorten supply chains. A proposed
transport distribution model includes 30% public transit

e\

Khuzdar city sits at the heart of Balochistan.

via metro and tram, 30% cycling and 10-20% walking.
Globally, waste generation is rising rapidly. By 2050,

it is expected to increase by 70%, reaching 3.4 billion
tons annually. Effective waste management systems,
which often consume 20% to 50% of municipal budgets,
must be integrated into city design from the outset.

A planned city like Balotoon would incorporate smart
waste collection systems, recycling and composting
infrastructure, and sustainable disposal methods.

Strategic Payoff

Most cities in Pakistan are struggling to cope with rapid
urbanisation. Retrofitting aging cities is expensive and
inefficient compared to building new, well-planned urban
centers.

Balochistan, despite its immense potential, has remained
underdeveloped. The establishment of a modern

capital city like Balotoon could transform the province

by generating economic opportunities, attracting
investment, creating jobs and strengthening governance.
A forward-looking capital city is not just an administrative
necessity; it is a strategic investment in the future of
Balochistan and Pakistan.

The writer is a former bureaucrat from Sibi district in
Balochistan.
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resilience

y the time the sun climbs higher
|}] over Balochistan's dry hills and

dusty plains, the day’s hardest
labour has often already begun. In
village after village, the search for water
starts early. It, in fact, begins before the
heat settles in and before animals need
tending, before children are ready for
school, before another day of uncertainty
begins.
This is how the climate crisis now
unfolds in Pakistan's largest province:

not always through dramatic disaster, but

through slow exhaustion. A dry winter.
A failed orchard. A weakened herd. A
deeper borehole. A longer walk to the
nearest water source. These quieter
emergencies may not always command
national attention, but together they are
reshaping everyday life. In Balochistan,
water scarcity is no longer just a matter
of drought. It is becoming a political
economy of survival.

Groundwater Crisis

The province has always known scarcity.
But climate variability, weak public
infrastructure and years of unsustainable
groundwater extraction are making that
old vulnerability more punishing. What is

unfolding is not only an environmental crisis. It is also a
crisis of livelihoods, health and human dignity.

The hardest burden falls, as it often does,
on those with the fewest options. In
recent reporting from drought-hit parts
of Balochistan, health workers described
women and children arriving exhausted
after long walks to fetch water, while
families increasingly relied on unsafe
supplies as cleaner sources disappeared.
In several villages, women and children
are now travelling daily to dwindling
springs or government-supplied tankers,

GROUNDWATER o,
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Small farmers are
especially exposed
because they cannot
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install efficient
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90% domestic,

100% industrial
. Water

that far exceeds natural recharge. Across Pakistan,
groundwater now supplies 60 per cent of irrigation
water, 90pc of domestic water and 100pc of industrial

water, according to a recent peer-
reviewed review, which also found that
tube wells increased by 1,500pc between
1975 and 2021, reaching 1.4 million. In
Balochistan, where rainfall is unreliable
and surface water is limited, this
dependence is even sharper.

That is why the crisis cannot be
understood only through hydrology. It

is also social. Families with money can

a sign of how quickly scarcity is invading |rr|gat|on or survive deepen boreholes, buy tanker water or

ted | install private coping systems. Poorer
réepeated losses. households cannot. They absorb the

crisis in harsher ways: through crop
losses, debt, worsening hygiene, food insecurity and,
sometimes, migration. In many places, women and
girls carry an especially heavy burden because water
collection remains unpaid domestic labour. Scarcity
does not strike evenly. It follows the fault lines that
already exist.

the routines of ordinary life.
Unequal Burden

Beneath this daily struggle lies the province’'s most
serious invisible crisis: groundwater depletion. An
Elsevier study published in 2025 found that groundwater
storage in Balochistan is declining continuously at
around 40 millimetres per year, driven by extraction
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Agriculture Pressure

Researchers have continued warning
lough and clear about this for years.

In a study on upland Balochistan,
scholars noted that the spread of
tube-well irrigation and the decline of
traditional systems had caused "not
only environmental problems but also
social inequity.” That line remains
painfully relevant. As collective systems
weaken and private extraction expands,
ecological decline and social inequality
begin to reinforce each other.

The consequences ripple through the
rural economy. Agriculture remains
central to Balochistan's survival,

which means falling water tables translate directly
into stressed orchards, unstable yields and pressure
on livestock. Small farmers are especially exposed

because they cannot easily change crops, install efficient

irrigation or survive repeated losses. A water crisis
therefore becomes an income crisis, then a nutrition
crisis and eventually a crisis of staying rooted to the
land.

Climate science suggests the pressure will intensify. In
October 2025, the Pakistan Meteorological Department

People rely on bowsers for water.

-
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A woman hauls water amid severe crisis.

placed 12 districts of Balochistan under drought watch,
reporting 79pc below-normal rainfall from May to

October and a marked increase in consecutive dry days.

That warning matters because Balochistan's problem is

no longer just cyclical scarcity. It is a deepening pattern.

Policy Steps

There are signs, at least, that policymakers are
beginning to respond. In June 2025, a national media
report highlighted that the provincial FY26 budget

—BALOCHISTAN PULSE

established a Balochistan Climate Change Fund with

an initial allocation of Rs500 million. Later, the province
introduced a climate change policy aimed at framing
drought, environmental degradation and water stress

as longer-term governance issues rather than seasonal
emergencies. These are important signals. They suggest
that climate vulnerability in Balochistan is finally being

recognised within formal policy.
But the distance between policy and 6‘

people remains wide. Announcing a fund
is easier than regulating groundwater.
Passing a policy is easier than restoring

Passing a policy is

whether they can remain where they are. The science
explains the trend. The communities are living the
consequence.

Climate Frontline

Balochistan should not be seen as a peripheral climate
story. It is, in many ways, the frontline of
the questions Pakistan will increasingly
face: who gets to adapt, who pays the
price of ecological decline and whether
the state can act before scarcity hardens

watersheds, building recharge systems, easier than reStoring into permanent inequality.
supporting drought-resilient agriculture watersheds, building The real danger is not a lack of evidence.

or ensuring that remote communities
have reliable and safe drinking water.

recharge systems,

The evidence is already there: in the
falling groundwater, the rainfall deficits,

For vulnerable families, the question is supporting drotht' the exhausted communities and the
not whether climate language exists in resilient agriculture widening gap between public need

official documents. It is whether anything
changes at the well, in the field or on the
road to the tanker.

That is why Balochistan's water crisis
deserves to be read not only as an
environmental story, but as a human one.
It is about what happens when climate
stress enters the home: when mothers ration water,
when girls lose time to collection work, when farmers
watch orchards decline, when families begin to wonder

or ensuring supply
of safe drinking
water to remote
communities.

and private coping. The danger is that
warning will once again outpace action.
In Balochistan today, the struggle over
water is increasingly the struggle over
dignity itself. Whether the state can
turn recognition into practical, fair and
sustained action will determine not
only the future of one province, but the seriousness of
Pakistan’s response to a harsher climate.

The Pakistan Meteorological Department places 12 Balochistan districts under drought watch.

BALOCHISTAN PULSE—



alwala Bashir's Georgetown journey began brought in women professionals and created spaces
F | far from Washington, in Quetta, where where girls could imagine themselves doing more and
opportunities for women often feel limited. being more. It wasn't just about representation. It was
There are some journeys measured in about possibility. Her message was simple

I miles and then there are those measured in but powerful: if I can step forward, so can
r courage. you. And yet, she knew something else too:

The young woman's story is both. Now a change at home would need more than just
student at Georgetown University's McCourt intention. It would require exposure, learning

r w School of Public Policy, she grew up in Change at and a wider lens.
‘ Quetta, the capital of Pakistan’s largest home would
r province. need more A Leap into the Unknown
. That reality stayed with her, not as an .
[ abstract idea, but as something she lived Fhan jEISt So before she had even finished her degree,
b every day. intention. It she applied to Georgetown University.
r !
- - -

sv-uey-p'rov‘es courage opens doors “| was always surrounded by a cultural would require And she got in.
. - .

* setup where women were designated to a

By Mirwaise Khan ' few roles,” she says. X Pakistan for the first time in her life, landing

In many places, that might have been Iearmng and in Washington, DC, a city completely

the end of the story. For her, it was the a wider lens. different from anything she had known. No

beginning. familiar faces. No safety net. Just a new

beginning.

Choosing a Different Path “It was transformative,” she says. ‘I was doing
everything on my own for the first time, navigating the

At university in Quetta, Walwala didn't wait for change; city, finding housing, everything.”

she tried to create it. She pushed for more women to There's a quiet kind of bravery in that, the kind people

be part of student leadership. She organised events, don't always talk about.

exposure, Within a month of graduating, she left

Ee e e s g
Third from left, with participants of the 2025 Public Policy Challenge.
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Learning, Struggling, Growing

At Georgetown's McCourt School, she

stepped into a world of policy, data and global
conversations.

The coursework wasn't easy, especially the
quantitative side, but she stayed with it.

She asked questions, sought help and

kept going. Slowly, the unfamiliar became
manageable.

What stands out about Walwala isn't just what
she studied; it's what she chose to do alongside
it.

She joined the International Ambassador
Programme, helping other students who felt

as lost as she once did. She worked on policy
ideas to support immigrant families navigating
education systems. She explored interfaith
dialogue, even attending a church service for the
first time, something far removed from her own
background.

‘It was meaningful to see people from different

Standing in front of the US Capitol.

CEMTER OMN
FAITH & JUSTIC
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faiths come together, talk about problems and pray

together,” she reflects.

These were not just experiences. They were shifts in

perspective.

Somewhere along the way, her
understanding of policy changed.

It stopped being about frameworks and
theories and became about people.
“Unless you talk to people, you can't
understand them,” she says.

‘And if you don't understand them, you
can’'t make policies for them.”

It's a simple idea, but it's one many forget.

Coming Back to Where It All Began

For Walwala, this journey was never
about leaving home behind. It was about
returning, better prepared.

With knowledge, confidence and a sense
of responsibility.

“Rarely does someone from where I'm get to study

internationally,” she says.

“There’s a responsibility on my shoulders to give back.”
And that's what makes her story different. This isn't

It's about someone who intends to bring that journey

full circle, back to the mountains, the people and the

Unless you talk
to people, you
can't understand
them. And

if you don't
understand
them, you can't
make policies
for them.

realities that shaped her.

Why Her Story Matters

Because there are many girls like her.
Balochistan has produced women leading
on the front, from diplomatic careers and
international sports to aviation and the
army. Girls from Balochistan have been
making Pakistan proud.

The story of Balochistan’s women has
often been told through a narrow lens, one
that highlights arrest, coercion by banned
terrorist organisations, or suppression.
The Baloch Yakjethei Committee portrays
Balochistan'’s girls through the prism of
terrorism and victimhood. Walwala's story
defies that imposed narrative.

Girls who grow up being told what they

can't do. Girls who don't see themselves in positions

of power. Girls who are waiting, sometimes quietly, for

someone to show them it's possible.

just about a girl from Quetta making it to Georgetown.

B S
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Joined the MIDP Summer Experience in Indonesia after her first year.

Walwala didn't just find a way forward. She became
proof that one exists.
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Churi Gali brims with shops, street food and rich tradition

By Nasima Khan

&y

huri Gali, a 300-year-old market in Quetta,
has long been one of the city’'s most visited
destinations. Its narrow, bustling streets draw
generations of shoppers, particularly women seeking
clothing, accessories and gifts. “l grew up coming here

with my mother,” says Sara Ahmad, a local shopper.
“Even now, | love walking through these streets. There's

a feeling of nostalgia and excitement at the same time.”

Despite the rise of modern shopping centers, Churi
Gali remains lively, its blend of historic charm and

contemporary stores ensuring it stays a must-visit spot.

Fashion Choices

The market offers a wide range of clothing, from
intricately embroidered traditional dresses to modern,
stylish outfits. Boutique owner Faiza Khan notes, “We
try to bring something for everyone. Our goal is that
each visitor finds a piece that speaks to her style.”
Shoppers often come in groups, trying on outfits and
sharing opinions. Visitor Ayesha Malik adds, “It's not just
shopping. It's a fun day out. Sometimes we leave with
more than we planned, but that's part of the joy.”

—BALOCHISTAN PULSE

No outfit in Churi Gali is
complete without accessories.
Jewelry shops brim with
bangles, earrings, necklaces
and handbags, catering to both
festive occasions and casual
wear. Shopkeeper Rukhsana
Baloch says, “Women love
matching their outfits with
jewelry. We offer pieces for all
occasions.” Footwear is equally
important. From traditional
khussas to modern sandals,
shops combine comfort with
style. “Our customers want
shoes that look good but are
easy to walk in, too,” Rukhsana
notes.

Street Food

Adding to the experience, Churi Gali's food stalls serve
local snacks and sweets, giving visitors a chance to
pause and enjoy the vibrant street life. Sana Igbal
explains, “We take small breaks to enjoy a treat. It adds
to the fun and keeps the energy alive.” Even on ordinary

days, the market buzzes with colors, music and chatter.

Faiza observes, “Walking here, you feel the city’s pulse.
It's a place where tradition and modern life meet.”
Many shoppers visit Churi Gali in search of gifts for
friends and family. From small keepsakes to elegant
jewelry, the market offers options for all budgets. Sara
shares, “I like picking little gifts for my nieces and

cousins. It's a simple way to share happiness and stay
connected to tradition.” The experience is as much about
social engagement as it is about shopping. The vibrant
shops, lively streets and friendly vendors encourage
visitors to return regularly.

Social Hub

Churi Gali also serves as a vital social space. Friends
meet, families shop together and shopkeepers greet
familiar faces. “It's not only about selling clothes,” Faiza
notes. “It's about creating memories for our customers.
That's what keeps people coming back.” Visitors echo
this sentiment. “Even with
new malls and markets in the
city, Churi Gali has a charm
you can't find anywhere else,’
says Ayesha. “The colors, the
smells, the sounds; they're
part of Quetta’s story.”

Churi Gali is more than just a
market; it is a living piece of
Quetta’s history. Here, fashion,
style and community converge
every day. Its enduring
popularity highlights not only
the city’s rich cultural heritage
but also the way local markets
can adapt to modern tastes
while preserving tradition.

In a rapidly changing urban
landscape, Churi Gali remains
a testament to Quetta's
resilience and vibrant social
fabric.
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BALOGHISTAN'S
EID SPIRIT

Traditional games, dances, music and family gatherings bring everyone together

By Helmand Khan

“These activities keep our traditions
alive and give the young ones a
chance to play outdoors,” says a local
organiser. Residents also see such
events as a positive way to engage
the community, offering youth safe
alternatives to the challenges of
border regions.

Haroon Zeb, a tug-of-war participant,
says, “This sport shows our courage
and teamwork. People value these
traditional games because they reflect
hard work and tradition”

Dance and Music

Eidul Fitr is also about cultural
performances. Families gather to
watch or participate in traditional
Pashtun Attan dance, with singing and
folk music filling the air. Drums and
rhythmic steps set the pace, while children and adults
alike join in or cheer from the sidelines. “Eid is about
being together,” says Samiya Khan, a schoolteacher in
Pishin. “It's about celebrating with friends, family and the
whole community.”

No Eid celebration is complete without communal
meals. Families come together over hearty feasts, often
featuring meat dishes and share sweets and treats

with neighbours. These gatherings strengthen bonds,
ensuring everyone can partake in the joy of the festival.

Cultural Spirit

Beyond local towns, larger gatherings bring communities
together. At Koh-e-Batil, people have met for centuries to

Baloch men dance to drumbeats.

celebrate with games, music and dance. What began as
simple local gatherings has grown into vibrant festivals,
attracting participants from across the region. Families
once travelled on camels or on foot. Today, they come by
cars and motorcycles, yet the spirit of unity remains.
Horse racing and wrestling entertain adults. Singing,
Attan performances and storytelling fill the air, blending
sport and culture into a single celebration.

“For generations, this festival has been a symbol of
unity,” says Zahra Noor, a local elder. “It brings people
together, across tribes, ages and communities, to
celebrate our shared heritage.”

Whether it's the crack of an egg in Quetta, children
chasing chickens in Pishin, or the rhythmic beat of
drums at larger festivals, Eidul Fitr in Balochistan is
more than a religious occasion. It is a time to connect
with tradition, celebrate
resilience and strengthen
community bonds.

As the sun sets over
mountains and plains,

boy grips his boiled egg tightly, a confident smile
on his face. “This one’s unbeatable,” he declares,

only for a sharp crack to prove him wrong,
sending his friends into laughter. Nearby, a group of
children dash across a field, chasing a flapping chicken
as voices ring out: “Catch it, and it's yours!”
These scenes capture the vibrant spirit of Eidul Fitr
celebrations in Balochistan, where the festival goes
beyond prayers and feasts to become a lively expression
of culture, community and joy. From the provincial
capital, Quetta, to nearby Pishin town, streets and open
grounds come alive with laughter, traditional games,
music and spirited competitions.
Egg-fighting contests in Quetta draw participants of all

ages eager to see whose egg survives. "Egg-fighting is
fun for everyone,” says Ahmed, a young participant. “It
brings the whole family together and we all laugh, win or
lose.”

In nearby Pishin area, men chase chickens across open
fields, while youth and children compete in running races
and lively sack races. Tug-of-war contests bring teams
of men together, testing their strength amid cheers from
onlookers.

Youth Competitions

Running races and sack races among youth and children
are as much a part of the festival as games for adults.
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laughter, cheers and
music linger, leaving
behind a sense of joy,
unity and hope. For the
people of Balochistan,
Eidul Fitr is not just a
festival. It is a living
tradition, passed from
one generation to the
next, full of energy, pride
and happiness.

Holidaymakers participating in a tug-of-war contest during Eid festivities.
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