




B A L O C H I S T A N  P U L S E

Making History
Rindh’s historic victory at the Karate Combat 
Championship (KC-49) in Singapore marked 
a significant milestone, not just for him, but 
for Pakistan as a whole. By defeating Brazil’s 
Bruno Roberto De Assis, he showcased his 
skills on an international platform, bringing 
immense pride to his nation. “I am focused 
on this match first,” he states, acknowledging 
the challenges ahead, particularly against 
formidable opponents like Thanh Tung, a two-
time Vietnamese Muay Thai champion. Rindh 
successfully defended his lightweight title 
against former three-time world champion 
Edgars Skrivers, defeating him 7-0 at the 
Karate Combat (KC) 52 event in Miami. The 
victory solidified his status as a champion 
and brought him further recognition in the 
world of combat sports. Yet, Rindh’s journey 
transcends personal glory; he is passionate 
about inspiring the youth of Pakistan. He 
believes that with proper support, athletes can 
serve as role models, motivating the younger 
generation to pursue sports. “If our heroes are 
supported accordingly, they can become role 
models for our youth,” he asserts.

Putting Pakistan on the Combat Sports 
Map
Pakistan’s representation isn’t typically 
prominent at combat sports outings, but at 
recent Karate Combat events, the country’s 
flags have waved proudly, thanks to Shahzaib 
Rindh. He may not yet be a household name 
internationally, but his accomplishments 
are well known among those back home.
The attention from Pakistan has surprised 
him and been quite humbling. Rindh shared, 
“When I won title gold in September and 
went back to the locker room to retrieve my phone, everyone 
was messaging me: the president of Pakistan, the prime 
minister of Pakistan, the chief minister.” The outpouring of 
congratulations was overwhelming, marking a significant 
moment in his life.When he returned to Pakistan, the 
experience was even more extraordinary. “I went back to 
Pakistan and had no idea when I went to the airport I saw 
thousands of people were watching and waiting for me. It was 
early in the morning. The chief minister, the head of the state 
was there. All of the politicians were there. The roads were 
blocked for me. Everyone was waiting because I was about 
to cross the road. The city was totally blocked, and it was 
such an amazing experience.”Rindh noted, “Everyone was 
coming to take selfies with me. They were so happy. It was 
a big thing for them and me too. We won the world title. It’s 
the biggest thing one can ever imagine. This experience gives 
me more motivation to become the greatest of all time. This 
is just the beginning. We have a long way to go.”Rindh takes 
immense pride in being the first Pakistani world champion 
and hopes to pave the road for the next generation to realize 
they too can hold gold if they put in the work. “I’m here to 
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represent my country and to show the world that we are not 
less than anyone. There are a lot of fighters who just fight for 
themselves. But I am here for my country.”

The Road Ahead
As Rindh prepares for his next challenges, including a 
kickboxing contest in Ho Chi Minh City, he remains grounded 
and focused. His training regimen, which began with 
YouTube videos, has evolved significantly under the guidance 
of experienced coaches. “I have watched my opponent’s 
videos, so I know how to deal with him,” he explains, exuding 
confidence in his ability to adapt and overcome. Looking to 
the future, Rindh plans to make his way into mixed martial 
arts (MMA). He’s eager to test his hand in a more popular 
combat sport, but he has conditions. As a proud Karate 
Combat representative, he wants his first MMA bout to take 
place not in a cage – but in the pit. “I’d love to fight in MMA 
because I want to show the world what my skills are. I can do 
anything. … 
I’m the best representation of Karate Combat, so 
I want to fight in MMA – but in Karate 
Combat.” He believes fighting in the 
Karate Combat pit will showcase 
the unique aspects of his skill 
set. “In Karate Combat, you see 

the Karate Combat pit. It’s different. If you fight there with 
a former UFC world champion or whoever is best in MMA, I 
can fight them in the Karate Combat pit and it’s going to be 
amazing. In the Karate Combat pit, MMA is going to be nasty 
because we don’t have anywhere to run. It’s a pit and you can 
do a lot of stuff. It’s going to be an amazing thing.”

Shahzaib Rindh’s journey from troubled youth to world 
champion is a powerful narrative of resilience, determination, 
and the transformative power of sports. As he continues to 
represent Pakistan on the global stage, his story serves as an 
inspiration for aspiring athletes everywhere, proving that with 
hard work and dedication, anything is possible. His journey is 
not just about personal success; it is about paving the way for 
future generations to dream big and achieve greatness in the 
world of combat sports.
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B alochistan, once a region known for its breathtaking 
landscapes and rich culture, has transformed into a 
treacherous terrain for travelers. The roads that wind 

through this vast province are now fraught with danger, as 
incidents of violence and lawlessness have surged, creating 
an atmosphere of fear and uncertainty for those who dare to 
traverse them.

On February 19, 2025, a tragic event unfolded on the Barkhan-
Dera Ghazi Khan Highway, where seven passengers traveling 
to Punjab were brutally murdered. These individuals, all en 
route to Lahore, were forcibly removed from their coach, their 
identity cards checked, and then shot dead by unidentified 
gunmen. This horrific act is not an isolated incident; it is part 
of a disturbing trend of targeted attacks against travelers from 
Punjab, which has significantly disrupted public movement in 
the province.

The first two months of 2025 have seen a marked 
increase in violence, with proscribed Baloch separatist 
groups, particularly the Bashir Zaib faction of the Baloch 
Liberation Army (BLA), blocking major highways on multiple 
occasions. These groups have carried out identity checks, 
holding travelers hostage for hours, and have announced 
intentions to intensify their blockades to disrupt the state’s 

Roads of 
BALOCHISTAN
A JOURNEY THROUGH FEAR AND UNCERTAINTY

THE PERILOUS 
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logistical and economic interests.On March 
2, the Baloch Raji Aajoi Sangar (BRAS), an 
umbrella organization of Baloch insurgent 
groups, declared plans to escalate their 
activities, further endangering the safety of 
commuters. Just days prior, militants had 
looted passengers on the Quetta-Sukkur N-65 
highway, creating an atmosphere of terror.

The consequences of this violence extend 
beyond immediate safety concerns. The 
Karachi-Quetta route, a vital artery for many 
Balochistan residents seeking medical 
treatment, business opportunities, or overseas 
travel, has frequently been closed due to 
security threats and protests. Thousands of 
passengers have found themselves stranded, 
their journeys interrupted by the chaos that 
has engulfed the region.Transporters and drivers are caught 
in a precarious situation, with many forced to shut down their 
businesses due to the risks involved. Those who continue to 
operate do so under constant threat, leading to a significant 
reduction in services on high-risk routes. The transportation of 
goods, including essential items like vegetables and fruits, has 
also been severely disrupted, leaving many local businesses 
struggling to survive.

A Call for Action
The urgent need for improved security measures and government 
intervention cannot be overstated. Balochistan’s Chief Minister, 
Sarfraz Bugti, has expressed concern over the mob blockades 
on national highways and has vowed to hold local officials 
accountable for any incompetence in reopening these critical 

routes.As the situation continues to deteriorate, it is the 
ordinary people of Balochistan who bear the brunt of this 
violence. Many are left battling feelings of alienation and 
insecurity, while the economic projects that could provide 
local employment are increasingly targeted by militants. 
The mobilization of vulnerable groups, including elderly 
women and schoolgirls, for demonstrations on major 
highways has become a tactic for these insurgents, further 
complicating the already dire circumstances.

The roads of Balochistan, once a symbol of connection 
and opportunity, have become a battleground of fear and 
uncertainty. As violence escalates and the threat of banditry 
looms large, the need for a comprehensive strategy to 
restore safety and security in the region has never been 
more critical. The resilience of the Baloch people is being 
tested, and the hope for a peaceful future hang in the 
balance.
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